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disobedience fight. Now that it has been called off sins
die^ its function has lapsed. I can quite understand the
objection to negotiating a settlement in its name. But
I am not conducting the negotiations in the CounciFs
name.

Let me explain my own position in this matter.
When the Award was first announced, under the exulta-
tion of the moment, I allowed myself to say that the result
of my RaJkot fast had exceeded my expectations. But I
now find that the Chief Justice^ Award has become a
halter round my neck.

I did not co.me here at your invitation. I came
here because Rajkot is the home of my childhood, and
because I felt I would be able to keep its Ruler to his
promises. In the various steps, which I have taken since
my arrival here, I had been guided solely by my inner
light and the logic of circumstances. Nobody is under
any obligation to Join me in my present experiment. Any-
body who feels differently from me Is perfectly free to
go his -way; and if the people of RaJkot decide to carry
on the fight by following different methods, I -would
not mind it. I am humble enough to know that there
may be a different way and a better way than mine of do-
ing a thing. In no case do I want to see our people turn_
into cowards.

I welcome, too, the suggestion about calling the
Parishad and obtaining its mandate with regard to the
future lines of action. But I would like you not to shut
your eyes to the realties of the situation. I am trying
the delicate and difficult technique of negotiating a settle-
ment with Durbar Viravala by appealing to the better self
in him, "while at the same time I am pursuing the stages
contemplated in the Award. The Rajkot issue is not so
simple or superficial as it might appear at Erst sight.
Behind it are ranged other and powerful forces.

Eighteen days have elapsed since I discussed with
you the new line of approach to the Rajkot question.
The passage of time has confirmed my opinion. I con-
fess I was guilty of impatience when I wrote to Mr. Gib-
son about the interminable delays, and to the Bhayats